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SUGGESTIONS 
for 

Stewardship Program Features mentioned in the Year Book of Pro- 
grams for 1936-1937 under the heading, "Sharing Love's Treasure. 

The following are the topics suggested for these features: 

July - The Value Placed by Jesus on Persons rather than Property 

August - The Stewardship of One's Total Personality 

_ September =- Jesus! Emphasis on the Use of Possessions 

October = God's Ownership of Everything 

November ~ The Acquisition of Money 

December = The Christian Way of Spending Money 

January = The Stewardship of Time 

February - The Stewardenip of Talents 

March - The Méaning of Sacrifice 

April = The Three Attitudes 

May - The Stewardship of My Church 


June = The Stewardship of Our Brotherhood 


The suggestion is made that a five or ten-minute talk be made 
in each month's program on the theme given. No attempt is made 


et et ee 
in this accompanying material to furnish such a messaze. Not even 
an outline is provided. Scripture references, quotable paragraphs, 
and suggestions for reading are given, with the source materials 
listed below. Additional articles and books will be found in your 


. church and public libraries. 
It_is to Share, by Irwin G. Paulsen. Price, 50 cents 


The Christian Motive and Method in Stewardship, by He Be Trimble. 
Price $1.00 


Jesus' Teaching on the Use of Money, by Ina C. Browne (Out of 


print, but may be available in your church or city library. ) 


What Lack I Yet? Price 30 cents 


JULY 


The Value Placed by Jesus on Persons rather than Property 


Scripture references; Matt. 6;25=34; 10:29—31; 12:12; 18:36; 
20: 26628; Luke 15:3~7; John 10310,11. 


Read: Pages 13, 24—27, and 51 in It_is To Share; also pages 20, 21, 
ee, and 34-47. in The Christian Motive and Method in Stew Stewardship. 


sugcested questions: What value did Jesus place upon persons and 
personality? 

What did he do for those who came to him with their needs? 

What is the purpose of human life? 


Paraphase of I Corinthians 13 


"If I create wealth beyond the dream of past ages and increase not 
love, my heat is the flush of fever and my success will deal death. 


"Though I have foresight to locate fountains of riches, and power to 
pre-empt them, and skill to tap them, and have no loving vision for humanity, 
I am blind. 


"Though I give of my profits to the poor and make princely endowments 
for those who toil for me, if I have no human fellowship of love with them, 
my life is barren and doomed. 


"Love is just and kind. Love is not greedy and covetous. Love 
exploits no one; it takes no unearned gain; it gives more than it gets. Love 
does not break down the lives of others to make wealth for itself; it makes 
wealth to build the life of alle Love seeks solidarity; it tolerates no 
divisions; it prefers equal workmates; it shares its efficiency. Love en~ 
riches all men, educates all men, gladdens all men. 


"The values created by love never fail; b+ whether there are class 
privileges, they shall fail; whether there are miliions gathered, they shall 
be scattered; and whether thore are vested rights, they shall be abolished. 
For in the past strong men lorded it in ruthlessness and strove for their om 
power and pride, but when the perfect social order comes, the strong shall 
serve the common goode Before the sun of Christ brought in the dawn, men com- 
peted, and forced tribute from weakness, but when the full day shall come, 
they will work as mates in love, each for all and.all for each. For now ve 
sse in the fog of selfishness, darkly, but then with social vision; now we sce 
our fragmentary ends, but then we shall see the destinies of the race as God 
sees them. But now abideth truth, ge rA Re and love; these three; and the 
greatest of these is love." 

~Walter Rauschenbusch © 


Stewardship Parables of Jesus, by Roswell C. Longe Price 50 cents 
The Christian Way Out. Price 30 cents 
Stewardship for Todaye Price 30 cents 


Five Studies in Christian Stewardship. Price 5 cents 


(These books and pamphlets may be ordered from the United Christian 
Missionary Society, Missions Building, Indianapolis, Indiana.) 


AUGUST 


The Stewardship of One's Total Personality 


Scripture references: Mark 12:28-24; Matte 25:34—40; II Cor. 8:5, le. 


; Read: page 19 in It is to Share; also pages 47-62 in Christian Motive 
and Method in Stewardship. 


In Bishop McConnell's book, Human Needs and World Christianity, the 
following elements are listed which constitute abundant life: (1) better 
health; (2) more wealth; (3) sounder knowledge; (4) larger freedom; (5) closer 
fellowship; (6) vision of God. 


The areas of human experience have been numbered as eleven and listed 
as follows by the International Council of Religious Education: (1) s.ecific- 
ally religious activities; (2) health; (3) education; (4) economic; (5, voca- 
tional; (6) citizenship; (7) recreation; (8) sex, parenthood, and family life; 
(9) group life; (10) friendship; (11) aesthetic activities. 
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The Common Problem 


The common problem = yours, mine, everyone's - 
Is not to fancy what were fair in life 
Provided it could be; but, finding first 

What may be, then find how to make it fair 

Up to our means - a very different thing! 

My business is not to remake myself 

But make the absolute best of what God made. 


--Robert Browning 


ee ee me ee ee ee 


The Miser 


I have wasted nothing. O Lord, I have saved, 
Saved, put by in a goodly 0ard. 

What of the prodigals? Judge them, Lord - 
Their wanton waste of Thy mercies poured 

Into the sewers! Profligates] 

Judge them, Lord, in Thy righteous wrath. 

I have saved, O Lord, I have scraped and saved, 
With my eyes downbent to my daily path; 

I have counted and carried, checked and stored, 
Nothing too worthless, nothing too small, 

Never a fragment thrown away - 

A gainful use I have found for all. 


But wnat is my store? Do they call this Death, 
This poignant insight? At last I see. 

I have wasted nothing, O Lord, but life, 

Time, and the talent Thou gavest me. 


-~Laura Bell Everett 


SEPTEMBER 


Jesus! Emphasis on the Use of Possessions 


If there is one subject about which the Bible is plain in its teaching, 
it is the subject of money. One cannot read the Old Testament without recogniz- 
ing the fact that the Jews acknowledged their debt and gave God his share. When 
we turn to the New Testament and go to the highest authority of all, we find 
that Jesus leaves no doubt as to a Christian's duty regarding money. We have 
on record twenty-nine parables of Jesus; thirteen of them refer to the right use 
of possessions. Jesus said more about money than he did about heaven; he talked 
more about money than he did about hell; he said more about money than he did 
about prayer, scripture reading, church attendance, or moral living. In fact, 
Jesus said more about the sin of getting, keeping, spending, and giving than 
about any other one subject. You would think that when God's son, the world's 
Saviour, the great teacher, came, he would spend his time talking about love, 
faith, immortality, and truth, and let others talk about material things. Not so. 
Jesus knew the danger; Jesus knew what a perilous thing money was. One-seventh 
of the verses of the New Testament deal with money, and nearly one-half of the 
teaching of Jesus deals with the danger of withholding God's share. Jesus knew 
that selfishness, the love of money, was besic, the root of all other evils. 


~- From The Baptist, March, 1931 
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The Christian's Use of His Money » Principles 


(From a pamphlet published by Congregational and 
Christian Churches) 


1. Fundamentals. The Fatherhood of God, as taught by Jesus, means the 
world is one great family. 


As a member of this family I am bound to serve my Father and my fellow 
members with all I am and all I have. 


"All I have" includes my moneys The way I secure it and the way I spend 
it are essential tests of Christian sincerity. 


ee Harning. As a Christian I should acquire money in ways that do not 
harm, but positively help my fellows. 


3. Spending. As a Christian I should spend money fur the developing of 
personality in myself and in my fellows. 


For the development of personality in myself and in those related to ne 
by ties of blood I will spend money to insure myself and them the means of 
physical sustenance and of spiritual growth and happinesse 


4. Giving. For the development of the personality of others and to pzo- 
mote their acquaintance with the religion of Jesus, I will spend money to sup- 
port persons who are devoting themselves to bringing about this acquaintance, 
and institutions through which the religion of Jesus is expressed and taught. 


5. Intelligent Giving. What will be the proportion and the character cf 
my expenditures for myself and for others must be a subject of constant study end 
experiment. I am a responsible giver and as such mist follow my gifts to see 
that they accomplish the good I intend. 


(September ) 


6. Proportionate Giving. I am also convinced that for any intelligent 
dealing with this matter I must budget my income and that, in view of the imme- 
diacy and urge of personal claims, I should devote a definite proportion of my 
income, increasing as my ability grows, to the support of persons and institutions 
which will promote the welfare of my fellows and which will express and teach the 
religion of Jesus. 


Read: Chapters II and VI in Jesus' Teaching on the Use of Money. 
Read: Program I in What Lack I Yet? 


Scripture references: 
WHERE THE BOOK SPEAKS ON STEWARDSHIP 


"Under Law" 
(Old Testament Verses) 


Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ. - Gal. 


3324 
Deut. 14:22 Prove 3:9 
Lev. 27: 30—32 Ps. 50:14 
Deut. 26:12,13 Gen. 28:22 
Neh. 10: 35=38 Prov. ll:24 
Male 3:8,9 Deut. 8:11-18 
Mal. 3:10 Ps. 96:8 


Deut. 16:17 


"Under Grace" 
(New Testament Verses) 


For ye are not under law, but under grace. = Rome 6:14 


; The law was given by Moses, but grace and trvth came by Jesus Christ. - 
John 1:17 


WHAT JESUS SAID ABOUT STEWARDSHIP 


But I say unto you - 
Freely ye have received, freely give. ~ Matt. 10:8 


Matt. 5:42 Luke 14: 33 
Matt. 2e:el Luke 21:1-4 
Luke 12:48 Mark 10:21 
Luke 12:33,34 Luke 1e:16-el1 
Luke 12:42,43 Matt. 6:19,20 
Luke 16:2 Luke 18:28-30 . 
Luke 19:13 Luke 5:38 

Luke 11:42 Matte 25:40 
Luke 16:12 

WHAl PAUL SAID ABOUT STEWARDSHIP 

1 Tims $2748 II Cor. 8:12=-15 
I Tim, Gei7.a8 I Tim. 6:9,10 
Acts 20:35 Vik VOKehoerLise 
Romans le:8 II Cor. 9:6=-11 


II Cor. 839 TI Cote. (62 4. 


OCTOBER 


God's Ownership of Everything 


Ownership 


God is the absolute owner and giver of everything. Do you accept 
that statement as true? Are you prepared to hold it fast when you are 
faced by someone who thinks he is the real owner of everything that comes 
into his life? 


Read the following references from the Bible and see if they help 
you to not only possess this truth for yourselves but to help others attain 
it. Leviticus 25:23; Psalms 24:1; Psalms 50:10-12; Haggai 2:8; Deuteronomy 
6: 7-10; Deuteronomy 8:17,18. 


A Steward 
(From young people's study materials) 


Do you believe that man is a steward only if he chooses to be? Or 
do you believe that the moment one accepts Christ as his Saviour, he acknowl- 
edges by his act of obedience that Christ is Lord over all that pertains to 
his life and that he is his steward? 


That means simply that we are intrusted by God with everything 
that comes into our lives, time, talents, strength, privileges and money. 
We must answer to him for our use of all these as we get them, hold them, 
spend them, and give them. 


What do you think of stewardship; or do ya think at all of steward- 
ship? Perhaps you are waiting to consider that matter until you are a man 
or woman of means, a person with a regular income, until large sums of money 
are involved. 


If this represents your thought, you are making a big mistake. No 
person can be completely Christian until he is Christian in all his reletion- 
ships, and many of those relationships have to do with material possessions. 
Each one of you has developed standards and values and habits concerning 
material things and their vossession. It is high time to study this matter 
of stewardship and see how it affects each one of us in our personal and 
daily lives. 


Well, what does the word itself mean? Sometimes we have used it in 
a vague ambiguous way that lacks direct application and sometimes we have 
limited and confined its meaning to an act rather than an attitude. A 
steward is one intrusted with the property of another. Stewardship involves 
all property or possessions in all stages of earning, saving, spendi.., and 
giving. It is always implied that the property is to-be used primarily in 
the interest of the owner ~ not that of the steward. 


-~ Ora Leigh Shepherd 


( October) 


All the factories, all industries, all the markets, all goods ear 


bought and sold, all stocks and bonds, all silver and gold in the banks 
of men and in the banks of God beneath the Mountains, all the railroads 
and means of transportation the world over, all the jewels and gems of 
this universe ~ all - all ~ are his, for God is the sovereign owner of 
the world. 


Back of the loaf is the snowy flour, 
And back of the flour the mill; 
And back of the mill are the wheat 
and the shower, 
And the sun, and the Father's will. 


- Maltbie D. Babcock 


Stewardship 


1. God is the owner of all things. 
2- Man holds his possessions only as trustee for God. 
5. Stewardship covers not only the use 7f money but the whole of life. 
4, We are called as a part of that stewardship to give money to 
the work of God's Kingdom. 
o- But that giving is only a part of stewardship and should 
be the token and acknowledgement of the dedication of all possessions 
and gifts to his service. 


Read: Programs I and III in Stewardship for Today 


For posters suggested in connection with this program refer 
to pages 4 and 5 in Five Studies in Stewardship; also to page 11 in 
World Call for February, 1934 ("The Awakening Congo"); and page 5 of 
World Call for November, 1934 ("Congo"); also refer to an atlas or 
geography. 


Scripture references: 


Gen. 1:1] Deut. 8:18 

Deut. 10:14 I Chron. 29:11-14 
Psalm 24:1 os vis I Cor. 4:7 

Psalm 50:10-12 James 1:17 

Haggai 2:8 Matt. 6:24-34 
Ezek. 18:4 Rom. 8:31,32 
 Cor.er 19.06. 07 - Gen. 14:22 

Acts 17:24-28 Mark 12:1-19 | 


Acts 14:17 


NOVEMBER 
The Acquisition of Money 
Getting Money 


How much do you want money? Does money spell success to you? Does 
money seem to make possible everything worth while? How badly do you want 
money? - 


It is not necessarily wrong to possess things. All the world and its 
vast resources are gifts af God's love to us and he wants us to use these re- 
sources for good and not for harm. 


"What is your motive in acquiring? Is it profits or service? 


"How much do you want and how badly do you want it and what do you 
want it for? Do you want enough for comfort or do you covet riches? Do you 
want it only if you can earn it honestly, or do you want it so much that you 
will swerve from the right, crush the poor, or deal dishonestly to get it? 
Do you want it selfishly for yourself and your family, or do you want money 
that you may serve?" 


Holding Money 


There is no age limit in greed nor in stinginess. I have seen small 
children and young people as well as older men and women who were covetous and 
others who were misers. 


We believe that Jesus would have approved the effort of every person 
to provide for a normal balanced life and the highest all-round development 
of the individual and the family. One of the last things Jesus did, even in 
the midst of the agony of the cross, was to make provision for the care of his 
mother. 


But let me call attention to the parable of the talents. The 
steward who was rebuked by his master had not spent foolishly the amount 
intrusted to him. He had not thrown it away carelessly nor had he appro- 
priated it for his own use. Of none of these things was he guilty. But he 
Gid put the talent away and he kept it from being used for the good of any- 
one. 


- & true steward will be concerned with such questions as: “How much 
shall I save?" "What shall I save for?" "How use it after I have save? it?" 


- Ora Leigh Shepherd. 


Fritz Kreisler is reported as saying: "I was born with music in 
my system. It was a gift of God. I did not acquire it. So I did not even 
deserve thanks for the music. Music is too sacred to be sold, and the out- 
rageous prices charged by musical celebrites today are truly a crime against 
society. I never look upon the money I earn as my own. It is public money. 
It is only a fund intrusted to me for proper disbursement. I am constantly 


(November) 


endeavoring to reduce my needs to the minimum. I feel morally guilty in 
ordering a costly meal, for it deprives someone else of a slice of bre d, 
some child perhaps of a bottle of milk. My beloved wife feels exactly as 
I do about these things. In all these years of my so-called success in 
music we have not built a home for ourselves. Between it and us stand all 
the homeless in the world." 


Dug from the mountainside, washed in the glen 
Servant am I or the master of men. 
Steal me, I curse you; 
Earn me, I bless you: 
Grasp me and hoard me, a fiend shall possess you; 
Lie for me, die for me, 
Covet me, take me, 
Angel or devil, I am what you make me. 


- Author Unknown 


Read: Page 101 in It is to Share; chapter IV in Stewardship Parables 
of Jesus; pages 121-127 and 138-152 in Christian Motive and Method in 
Stewardship; program II and page 15 of Program III in The Christian Way Out; 
chapter III in Jesus' Teaching on the Use of Money; program II in What Lack 
L Yet?; Study I in Five Studies in Christian Stewardship 


Scripture references: 


Luke 12:15-21; Mark 11:15-17 


DECEMBER 
The Christian Way of Spending Money 
Spending Money 


We are agreed that a man who spends Sunday religiously but does as he pleases 
the rest of the week is not much of a Christian. But too many of us have been 
thinking that we could set aside a definite portion of our money for God's work and 
then ve free to do as we Choose with the remainder. Our stewardship calls us to 
account for all that we receive and not a single portion. 


How do you spend your money? Do you know how much you spend on clothes, on 
recreation, on non-essentials, such as chewing gum, cold drinks, candy, and picture 
shows? On the improvement of your mind, on charity, on your church? No cne can 
call himself a faithful steward when he only guesses that he is administering his 
income as Jesus would have him. 


Stewardship is an attitude, not an amount. 


"It isn't what you'd do with ea million 
If riches should e'er be your lot; 
It's what you are doing at present 
With the dollar and a quarter you've got." 


Banks, insurance and other companies prepare sample budgets which they urge 
individuals and families to use that they may wisely srend their income. Have 
you examined many of these proposed budgets? What is wrong with most of them? Do 
the ones you have examined make provision only for food, shelter, clothing, operat- 
ing, education, and savings? Or do they recognize the need for a portion set aside 
to be used for the values which Jesus said should come first? 


Tre Separate Portion 


But someone argues: "If all is God's, why set aside the special portion? We 
are stewards, and therefore we use all for him." But there is a danger of our 
giving everything in general and nothing in particular unless we safeguard our+ 
selves. With so many material calls and needs, how easy to forget, to let slip out 
of our minds, to leave no money for the very things which Jesus said should come 
first! : 

What amount should be set aside? All that a Christian has belongs to Christ, 
but in acknowledgment of that fact a definite portion must be set aside for the work 
of the Kingdom. The tithe suggests an amount. The tithe is the minimum —- not the 
maximum. If the Jews, with their obligations limited to their own natior, practiced 
the law or the tithe, how much more is required or expected of the follo <r of Christ 
with his larger world-wide interests md obligations! 


What should be included in the things to which we give the separated portion? 
For what objects may the separated portion be used? If the program of the church 
is broad and inclusive, reaching out to missionary, educational, and charitable 
enterprises, most or all of the separated portion may be given through the church. 


But as stewards, we must consider carefully placing our separated portions that 
they be administered wisely, yielding for the Kingdom the largest possible returns. 


~ Ora Leigh Shepherd 


Read: pages 65 and 109 in It is to Share; pages 172 and 155-171 in Christian 
Motive end Method in Stewardship; chapters IV and V in Jesus! Teaching on the Use 
of Mon Money; programs III and IV in What Lack I Yet; Study II in om ee | Hate Studies ein Chris- 
tian n Stewardship. 


Scripture References: Mark 10:17-27; 12:41-44; Luke 6:36,33; Luke 14;28-33; 
RP RS A Bi at ‘ 


J ANUARY 
The Stewardship of Time 


Read the accompanying leaflet on "Twenty-four Hours a Day," prepared for 
young people's study groups. 


Read chapter III in Stewardship Parebles of Jesus. 


TIMES 


However varied God's distribution of talents and things may be among his 
great human family, in his gift of time we are all on an equality. No matter if 
we be rich or poor, strong or weak, old or young, energetic or lazy, to each is 
given twenty-four new, precious hours every day. 


The difference among people is largely due to the way they use these 
hours. Roswell Long says, "With time we can build a healthy body, restore 
reputation, recoup fortunes, restore strength, end, with God's help, regain 
character. 


Every Day an Opportunity 


When we once fully appropriate in our lives the meaning of these words 
of the Psalmist, "This is the day which Jehovah hath made; we will rejoice and be 
glad in it" (Psalm 118:24), we shall have learned to live on twenty-four hours a 
day and be happy in doing so...... Reread that sentence and emphasize the first 
word and the last. Then read it again emphasizing the word "Jehovah" and note the 
effect. No finer beginning of a day could be made than to repeat this verse every 
morning and then begin at once to put it into practice. 


Leisure Hour Possibilities 


t may be less disastrous to waste working hours than to misuse leisure 
hours. In normal times we roughly estimate that in a day we should use eight 
hours for work, eight hours for sleep, and eight hours for leisure and recrea- 
tion. Many, right now, find that the leisure hours exceed the recompensed work- 
ing hours. The use which is made of these leisure hours will go far in determin- 
ing the success and happiness of the individual. 


It is as necessary to accumulate a reserve of spiritual strength for times 
of crises, as it is to have a reserve of physical strength and of material things. 
And spiritual reserve will not fail us when we need it most, as many of us have 
learned that material things sometimes do. Someone suggests that we have only as 
much religion as we exhibit in a crisis. As long as things go smoothly with us we 
may feel, and others may think, we are real Christians; but when an emergency arises, 
and we lose our tempers and sey unchristian things and worry and feel sure we are 
going to die in the poor-house, then we and others realize our religion had not 
gone very deep - is not real. It surely is not the fault of Christ that we fail 
in times of test. We fail because we have not by daily practice establ* -hed the 
Christian virtures of trust and kindness. 


Someone has said that "the courage of the common—place is greater then the 
courage of crisis." If we will courageously use our leisure hours for self-improve- 
ment and for doing something for others, we shall- thus be meking a life instead of 
a mere living, and the leisure hours as well as the working hours will bring en- 
richment to our own and other lives. 


A Daily Budget 


What are some of the items we should put into our daily budget of time? 


(January) - 2, = 


First, a period for silence and communion with God. "Be still and know 
that I am God." "My soul, wait thou in silence for God only; for my expectation 
is from him." 


Jesus lived e busy life in service, yet he never gave the impression of 
being hurried or worried; never baffled by crises, never powerless to meet the 
demends of each day. 


Arthur T. Pierson writes, "A ruffled lake cannot reflect the starry heavens, 
and a disturbed and restless soul gets little vision of God. We need to wait 
before Him, get calm and quiet." A daughter says this of her mother: "Every day 
my mother would go to her room and sit quiet and alone. When relexed and poised 
she would come back to her tasks with a smile and accomplish more without friction 
than any woman I ever knew." 


We seem too much afraid of silences. Ofttimes a prayer meeting seems dull 
because there is a period of silence; but such periods may be most creative. 
During quiet moments we become aware of God, and without the consciousness of his 
presence our lives are barren. Part of our period of silence should be siven to 
meditation on his words and to talking to him and then to listening to ! s voice. 
"We must commune with Christ if we would communicate Christ." 


| en ener 


to someone with whom we come in contact that our Christian love is not just a 
passive attitude of mind, but an active, vibrant, cheerful quality that will "do 
unto others as we would that they should do unto us." He that is greatest must 
be servant of all. 


Many are the lost opportunities of our churches because only a small frac 
tion of the members have been led to give time to witness and to work. There are 
boys and girls lost for want of a teacher ~ men and women lost for want of a 
friendly word ~ opportunities for community, national, and world service lost for 
want of leaders = victories lost for want of intercessors. 


Christ works when we pray as he cannot work when we do not pray. It will 
take time to pray prevailingly, but no effort of ours will accomplish more for 
God and for others than that spent in prayer for “prayer changes things." 


Third, time for self-improvement. Just as Jesus “increased in wisdom and 
stature and in favor with God and man," so should we seek daily to improve our 
physical, mental, social, and spiritual natures. 


To accomplish this, time must be given to current religious thought found 
in church papers, and also to the study of great books - the Bible, books of 
biography, of science, poetry, and historical works, which will enlarge the out- 
look of life and strengthen character. Books related to the missionary triumphs 
of Christianity will increase faith and put one in vital relation to the great 
enterprises of the church. 


As Someone has found that by giving an hour a day to reading, the eutire Bible, 
all of Shakespeare's works, and fifty other books besides can be read in one year. 
Some of the world's most useful men have made it a habit of carrying a Testament 
and a good book with them as they go to and from work, snatching precious minutes 
to read them while on the street car and train. 


The body needs to be built up through wholesome exercises and recreation 
and the prupose of recreation, whether physical or mental, must be re»creation. 


Fourth, time for friendly contacts. We are so made that we need each other. 


(January) aS ma 


To live at our best we need the experiences which come through fellowshi 

Certainly the services of the church offer a fellowship which no one can miss with- 
out impoverishing his own life and losing opportunities for helping others. Friend- 
ly contacts may also be made by telephone, by letters, by. personal calls, and with 
those who come to our doors. Interruptions will not irritate when we see in them 
opportunities for helpfulness. While keeping our own personal friendships intact, 
a Christian will often find that some of the most enriching experiences come also 
from sharing sincere friendship with the underprivileged. 


Friendly contacts must not be confined to those outside our homes. The 
dearest friends in the whole wide world to be cultivated are the members of our 
own households; and yet so often they are given but casual consideration. 


Each Dey Thrillingly Interesting 


Our days become a series of adventures, full of new discoveries when we 
treat each as a distinct opportunity for growth and service. 


To balance a time budget we should not mortgage our tomorrows with things 
that can be done today. On the other hand we should not insist on doing today 
anything that will be at the expense of another's happiness or well-being, just 
because it is in our schedule. We should regard each day as a new day and not feel 
that it is just a continuation of the day before. 


"Bach day is a new beginning, 
Each day is the world made new." 


Moreover, we should mt try to arrange our daily schedule just like that 
of someone else.. God has his own plan for each of us, and to know in ourselves 
that we are pleasing him is sufficient. Hence we dare not let the Time “udget be 
master of us. Life must have initiative and spontaneity. The budget sh_uld be 
flexible and subject to change. 


God gives us our new days and he expects us to use their hours so that 
"first things" will always come first. Then every day we will have new challenges, 
new adventures, and we shall go forth through the days, the months, the years, in 
glad fellowship, ever expecting good things from God, ever attempting noble things 
in his name for others. 


Questions for Thought and Discussion 
1. State what impressed you most in reading this chapter on"Time." 


e- How can the church cooperate with the school to get people rightly 
to use spare time? What are some worthwhile things you have not yet found time 
to accomplish? How budget your time now to include these? 


3. If all church members gave a portion of their time to church work 
what could be accomplished that is now undone? 


4. Through the use of machinery leisure hours are on the increase. 
Will this be a bane or a blessing? What may be some of the blessings? Some of 
the dangers? How instruct others to budget their leisure hours to avoid the 
dangers and multiply the blessings? 


5+ ‘Why is time a precious gift from God? Is the excuse, "I haven't time," 
often justifiable? Why is time spent in prayer an advantage to a busy man? 


= Reprinted by permission from the Church 
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TWENTY-FOUR HOURS A DAY 


TWENTY-FOUR hours in everyone's day, no more, no less! One hundred a i sixty- 
eight hours in a week! What returns do you realize on your capital? You may have 
less money, better health, a larger inheritance of genius than your neighbor; but 
there are the same twenty-four hours in your day, as in his. If the number of the 
hours is the same for all, the difference must be in the way they are used. 


OES gales years ago a book entitled "How to Live on Twenty-four Hours a Day" came 
; press. Can you do it? Have you ever honestly tried or are you the person who 


never has time? 


Are you the one who always makes exguses? Refer to Luke 14{16-21, "And they all 
with one consent began to make excuses." Doubtless the guests had accepted the im 
vitation, and according to Oriental custom the host had sent the servants to ane 
nounce to all guests that the meal was prepered. How ‘rue to custom: they all began 
to explain that they had intended to come, ~ but certain things had occurred that 
crowded out the fellowship. Do you know of any people like those yet, those who 
promise to have a part in the program but just couldn't possibly be there? One had 
an invitation to a party and that was much more attractive: another was interested 
in the basketball game; and the third, had frittered away hours of time but just at 
that particular hour it was necessary to study. 


There is a parable that Jesus gave to his Disciples on the mountain side as they 
came closer and closer that they might not miss one word. It was the Parable of the 
Ten Virgins, Matthew 25:1-13. The Story portrays the need for spiritual prepared 
ness through the conservation of present time and opportunity. Do you know those 
negligent people who drift along, using just as little mental, physical, and spiri- 
tual energy as possible? Can you recall seeing them in the emergencies of life when 
they rushed about calling upon Everyone they met to help them through this particular 
difficult situation. Why not lay down a measuring stick along side our own life? 
What are the things in which we are the most interested? If we had been with Jesus 
when he was conversing with his disciples, would we have taken his teachi._ serious— 
ly? 


After all, isn't this use of time very definitely related to the use one wishes 
to make of his life. There are those young people who so adjust time in the use of 
talents that everything seems to balance, but they are usually the ones who see 
further and plan carefully for the present and the days ahead, not in a pious or 
sentimental way, but because there has come the consciousness of having a life to 
invest in a worthwhile enterprise. What a tremendous responsibility is the shaping 
of a life in order that it may be even ninety per cent efficient. 


The use of time determines character. Most of us have school or business which 
consumes eight hours of time each day; that leaves Sixtcen hours at our disposal. 
Let us strike eight hours from that for sleep and we have remaining another eight 
hours. How shall we use them? 


In our school days, perhaps we had learned the oft repeated sentence, "Lost, 
somewhere between sunrise and Sunset, two golden hours, each set with sixty diamond 
minutes. No reward is offered, for they are gone forever." And we never know where 
they went. 


Would a time schedule help us to balance the hours of the day at our disposal? 
Not that we are to be tied as a slave to a machine or hundrum existence but guided 
as a free individual who wishes to make "offn hours, sleeping hours, and working 
hours contribute to the building and enriching of life. Our schedule then will ine 
Clude the following: school or business, study (if in school), sleep, and meals. 
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Is that sufficient? What shall we add to make the schedule for the day com 
plete? How about recreation and social life? What about a time for daily meditae 
tion and prayer? 


Everyone cannot make a schedule hour for hour in the same way; but the elements 
which are included will be the same for every individual who desires to develop 
physically, mentally, spiritually and socially. 


Is our time balanced? Are we lopsided in-oane phase of life? Does the social 
use of time build for refined, Clean, physdcal life and a Clearer mental outlook, 
Or is it dissipated life? In what way does the ‘use of time in relationship to 


daily warship and meditation and service in the church tend to strengthen the men 
tal and moral outlook on life. 


How about reading? Well, that all depends on the type of literature. Have 
we included religious and world friendship books to make your outlook and vision 
of life inclusive of others? Why not plan a day in which a proportionate amount 
of time be given to - 

School or Business; 

Study; 

Sleep; 

Meals; 

Recreation and Social Life; 
Daily Meditation and Prayer. 

The viewpoint in the use of time will help us determine what shall be done, 
and what shall be left undone. I¢ may be like trying to make $100.00 do the work 


of $200.00. It will require careful plans and occasional revision; but it will 
result in the effective use of time and in the development of a well rounded life. 


ANNA M. CLARKE 


FEBRUARY 


The Stewardship of Talents 


Read: Chapter II in Stewardship Parables of Jesus 


TALENTS, THE GIFT OF GOD 


Did you ever read thoughtfully and carefully the Parables of the Talents, 
found in Matthew 25:14-307? Did you ever apply this parable to your own life? What 
has the Master given to you? Well, it is interesting to occasionally make a check 
on those gifts that have been entrusted to us; but is far more interesting to give 
an account to the Master of the use we have made of those gifts. 


This parable measures Christian growth, not by equality of gifts, but by the 
individual's development of his gifts. The Parable of the Talents is illustrated 
over and over again before our eyes every day. The principle of growth by use, of 
atrophy by neglect, of commendation and condemation, applies to the abilities of 
body and mind and soul. 


Jean Miller, a member of a Circle and chairman of a World Fellowship Meet 
in Indiana, in an article "Using Our Talents as Christians," writes as follows: 


"Talents are gifts of God bestowed upon man, or God's investments in mens 
We look to the twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew, the great parable chapter, for the 
first direct mention of gifts received, called talentse 


"Hvery person has some talent. All three men in the Scripture story had 
talents. Some had more than others. It is not the amount of talent we have that 
counts most, but how we use it. Some of the talents which we possess may be class= 
ified as follows: Ability to speak, dramatize, draw, paint, read, sing, or play 
musical instruments. Each of us has at least one of these talents. Hazlitt once 
said, 'Talent is voluntary power, while genius is involuntary power.' Very few of 
us have the quality of the genius, but all of us have talent. But if the~e talents 
are not harnessed they are of no value. Of what good would Niagara Fall. be if its 
power were not harnessed? 


"A youth was leaving his aunt's home after a visit, when, finding it was 
beginning to rain, he caught up an umbrella that was snugly placed in a corner. He 
was proceeding to open it when the old lady, who for the first time observed his 
movements, sprang toward him, saying, 'No, no! That you never shall. I have had 
that wnbrella for twenty-three years, and it has never been wet yet, and I am sure 
it shall not be wet now!' Some folks' talents are treated just this way. They are 
none the worse for wear. They are covered up or laid away to be used in case of 
emergency, but not for common occasions. I am suspicious that the twentythree=year- 
old parasol was gone at the seams, and if it had been unfurled it would have looked 
like a sieve. At any rate, I am sure that this is the case with the buried talent 
which has answered no useful turn in one's life, 


"Phillips Brooks once told a story of some savages to whom was given a sun» 
dial. So desirous were they to honor and keep it sacred that they housed it and 
built a roof over it. Do the talents which God has given you seem so valuable that 
you carefully put them aside as though they were not intended for daily use? 


"In this day and age so many opportunities are presented to us to use our 
talents. Many of us have musical educations. This msical talent may be put into 
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action by participating in orchestras, youth chorus choirs, worship program in the 
church services, through the various organizations such as the Circle and Triangle, 
Christian Endeavor, and church school. 


"The field of drama offers opportunities for using dramatic ability. Mise 
sionary pageants, plays, and pantomimes are means of teaching many Bible and mis-= 
Sionary truths in an appealing way. 


"Through our debating societies we are being trained to express ourselves 
in a concise manner, to make impromptu speeches, and to think through. questions of 
the day. This talent can well be utilized in the various organizations of the 
church, 


"There are those in our group with artistic temperament, who love to draw 
and paint and to express themselves in aesthetic ways. Why not use this talent by 
making attractive posters, program covers, invitations, and banquet favors? 


"Others who have literary ability can find an outlet for their sidill by 
writing poems, short stories, travelogues, pageants, plays, and worship programs. 


"In every congregation outstanding, talented young people may be found. 
Often our talents lie dormant. They are so seldom used. In our organizations we 
need to have vigilence committees which will seek those capable, undiscovered people 
and set them to work for the glory of God in his church. We need a booster band 
who will speak words of encouragement to the timid ones who are afraid to exercise 
whatever talents they may have for fear of failure. We need another group of pers 
sons who will give a friendly hand and a friendly smile, and who will put people at 
ease and help them find themselves, and to whom we can go in confidence and tell 
our worries and troubles. 

"What about the talént that is yours? It is God-given. Why not use it? 
Begin today in your missionary group. Why not have a special missionary "talent" 
meeting, where every one has the opportunity to share in the task he can do best? 
Why not make the Cirlce and Triangle Club into the committees and groups sa hbAihii 
and Deiitze, cultivate, and develop. the talents of every member?" . 


rename okt Se 
| "Naught that I have my own I call 
; I hold it for the Giver; 
‘My time, my strength, my life, my all. 
Are His, and His forever." (Adapted) 


The World's Reet Treasure 


' What, is hs world's most precious treasure? © “After we have heaped up gold 
and silver; and gathered in one place all rubies, diamonds, and precious, Stones 
after we have assembled all the natural resoureés ~ wlooat, corn, lumber, of], 4ron, 
and coal - there is one thing which surpasses them all in value - thet is human 
personality - or, to express it in another way, human talents. One lone individual 
personality surpasses all else in value, A Christmas letter written by a man to 
his friend summed it up thuszt “Your best Fift to the world is the gift of yoursslf.!! 


(February) oJe 
"Talents!" What Do They Mean? 


We will not try to define "talents" in a cold, technical sense. Let us 


think of "talents" as meaning all those qualities which combine to make a man 


what he is. 


Frequently we hear the word "talents" used to designate extraordinary 
ability'- something approaching genius. The famous Parable of the Talents, as 
Jesus told it, loses its grip upon many Christians because they regard "talent" as 
that extraordinary ability or genius which only a few possess. However, Jesus was 
speaking‘to all of us, no matter how humble our capacitiese In using the word 
"talents" Jesus meant the whole personality with its various traits, characteristics, 
and resources, whether unusual or ordinary. Some talents in all of us have been 
discovered and are being used, while others are lying dormant waiting to be called 
inte action. Doubtless the greatest undeveloped resources of the world are the 
latent, unused talents of multitudes of young people and adults, such as undeveloped 
power to think, to plan, to be friendly, and to be a dependable factor in making 
the church efficient and powerful. 


Management of Talents 


In the early days the word "steward" was commonly used to denote a business 
mane To be exact, a steward was one who managed an enterprise for the omer. In 
this day we would use the word "manager" as equivalent to "steward." Jesus' Parable 
of the Talents dealt with two stewards who properly managed their talents for their 
master, and one steward who was guilty of mismanagement. 


A number of years ago a man stood on the parsonage doorstep of a United 
Brethren pastor in the Hast, Doctor A. B. Statton. Doctor Statton answered the 
knock at the door, and found @ man in tattered garments who asked for food and 
Shelter. The pastor's generous heart responded and took him in, 


Upon being questioned the man revealed an interesting story. Years before 
he had lived as a boy in the parsonage in a southern city where his father was the 
pastor of a prominent church. Across the street lived another boy in the Presby= 
terian manse.. These two boys, both sons of clergymen, played together, went to= 
gether to school, grew up together. a 


As time passed the boys took separate trails: the one became a derelict, 
an outcast; the other was Woodrow Wilson who became our famous war president. The 
one boy grossly mismanaged his talents and ended his life in disgrace. The other 
developed and greatly used his abilities for the uplift of the vrorld. 


Wasted Talents of Youth 


One day the writer rode along a highway in an eastern state. His attention 
was attracted by several groups of stalwart young men at work. Fine, big, husky 
specimens of physical manhood they were. One group was plowing in a fie ; another 
crowd of equally splendid fellows was sawing logs; and up the road a distance a 
vigorous crew of fellows was mending the pavement. -° 


As he watched the young chaps at work the observer was suddenly jarred by a 
jolting discovery. Sitting alertly on a near-by fence was a man in a blue uniform 
with a rifle across his lmees. The boys were all under guard. They were prisoners 
of the State Reformatory! 
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Such young manhood should have been looking at Life expectantly, preparing 
to make a contribution to the welfare of society. But on the contrary, ench repre= 
sented mismanaged talent. 


Well=-Managed Abilities 


A change of scene places us amid another group of boys. These fellows are 
gathered for ten days in & Christian summer camp. They are taking courses in Bible, 
religious education, and Christian leadership. From scores of churches in the 
Middle West they comes They are all in senior high school or college, or busy at 
work in the early days of a business career. 


We have their record. Let us look at it. 


Here is Jim, president of his young people's society. Charles heais up the 
young people's work for 4 whole county. Claire is teacher of a high school class 
in Sunday school. Don igs a junior in college where he deliberately turned down ar 
attractive athletic scholarship because he felt that his first duty was to make 
good grades. Tom is president of the Christian Endeavor society and assistant Scbut 
Master in his church. Duane is president of his class in the Sunday school and 
secretary of the young people’s society. Newman spends nearly every Sunday visiting 
and strengthening a group of young people. Walter is chairman of the Christian 
Endeavor program committee of his church. 


And Roy, in @ confidential chat, said he was going home te his rural, come. 
munity bent on reaching the crowd that hangs around the grocery storee. By. various 
methods he will try to enlist them in worthwhile activities that center in the little 
country church. And furthermore Roy has decided to have a heart-to-heart talk with 
his grandfather and invite him to accept Jesus Christe 


These are actual records of boys, alive and interesting... What a story each 
tells of wekl-managed talents! They are at work in partnership with God in the 
school, home, church, business, and on the farm. 


The world moves ferward on the shoulders of those who use well their talents, 
who sense a feeling of coeperation with God. Such were Lincoln, Livingstone, | 
Frances E. Willard, Jane Addams, John Wanamaker, Robert Ee Speer, and a host of 
others who not only started well, but kept on thinking, praying, growing, and serve 
ing in ever-widening fields of activity. 


The Call to Colors 


Many churches languish fer lack ef talents capably managed. There are 
wealthy churches poverty-stricken because they are poor in lives dedicated to the 
service of God and the work of the church. 


The call to-colors sounds appealingly- The voice of need cries for men and 
women, boys and girls, qho will manage their talents for Christ and his church. How 
vast and varied are the needs and opportunities in every ehurch. A place must be 
found for everyone to serve, no matter how humble, no matter how able - for ushers, 
friendly and efficient; for men and women who will manage well church budgets; for 
visitors who will call upen the sick and sorrowing; for directors of music; organists 
and pianists; coaches for athletic teams; directors of religious dramatics and 
pageants; directors of recreation and social Life: leaders in handwork - carpentry, 
weaving, Lleathercraft, and painting; teachers in all departments of the Sunday schools 
men who specialize in boys! work, women in girls' work; deans ana teachers for lead» 
ership training scheols; and men and women who will grasp the opportunitiy of evan- 
gelisn, Christian stewardship, and missionary enlistment so as to enable the church 
to be Christ-minded in all of its activities. 
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Dedication of Talent 


In every walk of life there is need for developed, well=directed talents. 
Our national congress and state legislatures are criticized because of wealkeminded 
tactics and selfish action. When will politics be purged from narrowness and cor= 
ruption? Only when Christian men give their talents to be used of God in the 
political arena. 
God send us men alert and quick 
His lofty precepts to translate, 
Until the laws of Right become 
The laws and habits of the state." 


Business and commerce have been severely tested in recent days and have fre- 
quently been found wanting. Leaders in business are coming to discover that the 
system that revolves around "getting" and "srasping" as its chief object has failed. 
It is time for a new order of things based on the broad principles of Christian 
Stewardship. Here is a field for young Christian men and women to do pioneer work, 
Let them throw their lives into the conduct of business on the Christian principle 
of the greatest service to the greatest number. 


Statesmanship and the whole realm of international relationships need the 
touch of fearless Christians. Will the next generation find stalwart souls who will 
enter statecraft as a calling of God and bring the spirit of Christ to bear on in- 
ternational dealings? : ’ 


Meany young persons about to engage in the legal profession today might ell 
devote their talents to cleanse our courts of barriers which impede justice and en- 
courage disregard for law. 


Home life in America needs good management of talents and abilities, con- 
Secrated to the will of God. The homes of the world yearn for the Christian spirit 
that will know and practice the fundamental laws of happiness in wedded 1: *e, and 
in the rearing of children. 


Christ's Claim on Our Talents 


As Jesus walked the shores of Galilee he called men to follow him and to 
give up all else for his cause, They were not men of marked genius. Doubtless on- 
lookers were surprised that Christ should have chosen such a commonplace group. But 
eleven of the twelve chosen proved true, and they had one distinguishing quality - 
all of their talents ~ whatever they were ~» were dedicated to Christ and the cause. 
for which he laid down his life. They kept back nothing. And thus, later it was 
said of his early followers that they had "turned the world upside down," 


The challenge to Christians today is to turn tr world right side up, It 
Will take perfectly managed talents, fully consecrated talents, to meet the need. 


"To serve the present age, 

My calling to fulfill; 

O may it all my powers engage, 
To do my Master's will." 


Questions for Thought and Discussion 
1. How discover one's latent, unused talents? 
e. What are the special needs in our community? In our church? ‘What telents 
are necessary to supply these needs? How secure and utilize these talents? 


3. How can the church better help every member, young and old, to find a 
proper task and keep on growing? 


4. How can church members get power and inspiration so as to use their 
talents as potent agencies for the Kingdom of Gad? 


Se What enables one to work in conscious partnership with God? Wl. have some 


lost this consciousness? How may this be restored? 
“Reprinted by permission from the Church 


MARCH 


The Meaning of Sacrifice 


The Motive of Self-Deniai 


: JOY: "For the joy that was set before him he endured the cross, despis- 
ing the shame." Jesus knew that self-sacrifice and self-denial to the last would 
lead to the greatest heights of joy. After the dark night the unlimited areas of 
sunlight. The only real way to satisfy the hunger of our own hearts is the way 
of the cross. Without it life is an empty void. Perhaps these days of agony 
through which the world and the church are passing will teach us that. If so, it 
is well. My little boy said to me the other day as he Sang about the house: 
"Daddy, why does a fellow feel so happy after he has done something kind that is 
hard and which he didn't have to do?" There is the philosophy of joy and the cross 
for you, from the lips of a child. 


He who misses self-denial in these days, when so much of humanity is being 
tested in the fiery crucible of suffering, is far from the Christ of Calvary. 


EMULATION: "If any man would come after me, let him take up his cross 
daily and follow me." Does any one question that this is a lesser comme 3 than 
to "go" or "preach" or "love one another?" The messages that do not have "deny 
himself" in them today, fit the characterization of one of America's great teachers 
when he described them as "boneless sermons stewed in cream." In the world of tou 
day, with its heart hunger and baffled lives, can you imagine Jesus approving of 
an American Christian living in modern comfort and paying more for butter to spread 
on his bread than he pays to spread the Gospel throughout the world? Paul spoxe of 
certain people "whose God is their belly." If we indulge in dietary extravagance 
when millions are starving for bread and many more millions starving for God, do 
we not fall under the same condemnation? 


HARD TIMES: Paul said, "Now, brothers, I have to tell you about the 
grace God has given to the churches of Macedonia. Arid a severe ordeal of trouble, 
their overflowing joy and their deep poverty together have poured out a flood of 
rich generosity." | 


We have revelled in this great text in prosperous times. It applied to 
the other fellow. If we can not apply it to these times in which we now live, 
we should never use it again. It is a deadly text for Disciples, if we avoid it 
when we think we are poor. The Macedoriia church was poor, desperately poor, but 
it abounded in generosity. Out of deep poverty they gave with high joy. Self- 
denial is the way above every way for hard times. Our people have never known 
what real self-denial meant before ~ perhaps we will learn now. It is giving for 
others by giving less to self. Many of our Indian and Chinese Christians go to bed 
hungry every night. Yet they practice self-denial for Christ and his work. If 
we gave only what our stomachs could do much better without we could finance the 
Kingdom needs. Our Puerto Rican Christians are desperately poor. Last year 
every church observed self-denial at Easter time and fifty per cent of the memters 
participated! Some years ago we sent a commission to the Orient to look into 
matters of doctrine. Suppose Chinese and Puerto Rican Christians shoul? ~is+ 
our churches in America to see how nearly we approached our Master in t!. pars- 
mount doctrine and grace of self-denial! Vicenti Ortez, one of our Puerto Ric 
pastors, far out among the poor people of the hills, recently said, "Let us c 
the Calvary hill and by the way of the cross attain a new resurrection." 


- Stephen J. Corey 
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SELF~DENIAL WILL 


bless the individual in an enlargement of his soul and in a closer 
fellowship with Christ 


deepen the spiritual life of the church and will consecrate it anew 
to Christ's will 


safeguard the part of the brotherhood in fulfilling the world mission 
of Jesus. 


The cross is central in the idealism of Jesus. "He that loset> his 
life...shall find it." Not self-assertion, not even self expression is life's 
master key, but self-sacrifice. We resist it but we cannot escape it. In all 
history no devotee of self has won the reverence of men. Jesus was divinely 
right. In our heart of hearts we know it. The ecstasy of our highest moments 
verifies it. The manliest characters we know demonstrate it. They are burden 
bearers, every one. 


The sweet alluring mystery of every mother face deep-rritten with 
the record of self-giving declares it is more blessed to give than to receive. 
Sacrifice is the coin of the realm in things of the spirit. No treasure can 
be bought without it. It is the key to life. 


Read: pages 23-27 in Christian Motive and Method of Stewardship. 


Scripture references: Mark 8234-37; Matt. 16:24; 19:29; Mark 12:41-44:; 
Romans 12:1; Phil. 2:17; Hebrews 9:25; Phil, S327elLl. 


APRIL 
The Three Attitudes 
Scripture reference: Luke 10:25-37 


Read: chapter I in Stewardship Parables of Jesus 


Suggested outline: Dean Charles Brown of Yale gave the foliowing 
interpretation of the parable of the Good Samaritan: 


The three attitudes or philosophies of life are exemplified in 
this story. First the attitude of the robbers whose actions said: 
"What's yours is mine and Itll take it." 


Second, the attitude of the priest and the levite whose actions 
said, "What is mine is my own and I'll keep it." 


Third, the attitude of.the Good Samaritan whose actions said, 
"What is mine is yours and I'll share it." 


Present day examples of the first group: Nations which conquer 
weaker nations by force; business interests which cheat the public and 
exploit their workers; communities which teke advantage of minority or 
underprivileged groups; church members who profit by the service and influence 
of the church without any reciprocal service or support. 


Second group: nations which practice isolation policies; 
business interests which keep within the law but fail to reveal considera 
tion for human personality; communities which do not protect or develop 
the welfare of wegker groups and individuals; churches whose total concern 
and program are the activities within their own four walls; church members 
whose interest is selfscentered. 


Third group: countries concerned about and working for a world 
brotherhood; business interests which have for their purpose the welfare 
of humanity; communities in which the more fortunate members share neces- 
sities, cultural advantages, and opportunities with their fellows; churches 
whose scope of service and influence is world wide; and church members who 
give unstintingly of their time, ability, and substance for Kingdom building, 


MAY 


The Stewardship of My Church 


Read: page 61 in It is to Share; pages 196-201 in Christian 


NE 


and 23 in Five Studies in Christian Stewardship. 


Get information to date on your church's current giving for 
local work and for world causes. 


Study carefully those sections on pages 11 and 15 of Five 
Studies in Stewardship which refer to the outreach of a local church. 
Consider the stewardship of your church in its plans for and with 
children and young people, in civic imprevement, in community influence, 
with underprivileged groups near and far, and in world causes. 
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The Presence 


I know rich churches where good Christians kneel 
Bowed:down at gilded shrine in cushioned prayer, 
While acolytes with incense fill the air 

And deep-toned organs in the chantry peal. 

The music seems to stir me and to steal 

Upon my senses in that setting rare - 
But somehow, I can never find Him there.... 

The Christ, the Presence, I can never feel! 

But one cold evening, round a church's door, 

I saw a straggling line of thin-clad men 

Whose faces that dread look of hunger wore; 

I saw them fed, set on their way again - 
Hope dawned on faces that had known cespair, 
And made me fecl, yes, know, the Presence there! 


--Roselle Mercier Montgomery 


JUNE 
The Stewardship of our Brotherhood 
Read: study IV and page 19 in Five Studies of Christian Stewa.iship. 


Refer to financial report of Unified Promotion as given in the 
current issue of World Gall. 


Read available literature on our brotherhood's service in local, 
state, national, and world fields. 
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Cut of the excellence of God comes the excellence of this gift with 
which the Christ has endowed the human race. Of this gift we who call our- 
selves Christian are the recipients and the trustecs. We are the vessels 
cnosen to bear this name before the nations, the setting within which the 
jewel is to shine. To think that this can be done by any inefficiency is as 
greet a heresy as to think it can be done merely by setting up programs alone 
the lines of our Western business successes. It calls for every best that 
we know and have. 


If we carry this through schools, they must be the best schools 
within our capacity to organize and maintain, even though we have tc pay the 
price of fewer schools. It is not chiefly how many schools, but what kind of 
schools for village children, for boys and girls in the cities, for secondary 
education, for higher education, by which we judge our Christianity. "How many?" 
tests our enthusiasm for the Christian purpose; "What kind?" tests the very 
integrity of our Christian living. If we carry the Christian gift to the 
world through hospitals, then they should be the best hospitals, for the same 
reason and at the same sacrifice. And so with all the rest of Christian 
activities and institutions. "The exacting way of the best" is laid upon us, 
not only by the decade in which we live and its upheavals and demands, -ut by 
the very nature of the gift of God to and in Christ. 


If we carry this gift through churches and denominations, they, 
to be at their Christian best, must cease to be rigid ecclesiasticisms, think- 
ing in terms of their own progress and welfare. They must be missionary, not 
machinery.... 


The excellence of the Christian way of living calls for the full 
development of Christian personality, both on its receptive and on its 
expressional sides. The way of Christ based on the perfection of God has 
its perfect balance of inteke and outgive....No other has this exact adjust- 
ment, or this full use of both the centripetal and the centrifugal, the 
breathing in and the breathing out, nourishment and exercise, receiving and 
spending, incarnation and atonement...... Without this peculiar excellence - 
pushed to its best - the Christian salt has lost its savor, and the Christicn 
lamp is off the stand. 


--Oscar M. Buck in Christianity Tested 
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